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CERTIFICATIOI{
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that at the regular session duly constituted of the
Sangguniang Panlalawigan, Proyince of Pangasinan, held on October 4, 2021 at
Lingayen, Pangasinan, the following provincial resolution was opproved:

PROVINCIAL RESOLT]TION NO. 844-202 I

APPROVING AND ADOPTING AS ITS DECISION EN BANC, THf,
RESOLUTION OF THE COMMITTEE ON GOOD GOVf,RNMtrNT
AND ACCOUNTABILITY OF PUBLIC OFFICERS IN SP
ADMINISTRATTVE CASE NO. OG2O2O

WHEREAS, the Sangguniang Panlalawigan is in receip of a verified administrative
complaint filed on September 14, 2020 by fulnando C. Rivera and Noel I. Talania against Municipal
Councilors Ronald C. Catabay, Philip O. Estabillo, ElmerN. Ocampo, Amelia R. Olores, Warlie C.
Dollaga and Mark Gringo B. Ampler all of Bani, Pangasinan for Abuse of Authority which was
referred to the Committee on Good Government and Accountability of Public Oflicers as SP
Administrative Case No. 06-2020:

WHEREAS, the Committee on Good Govemment and Accountability of Public officers,
Justice and Human fughts on 4 October 2021 submitted its Resolution embodied in Commiffee
Report No. 46-2021, to \vit:

COM M ITTE E RE PORT NO. 4G202 1

SB MEMBER ARM4NDO C. NYERA
SB MEMBERNOEL I. TAIIINIA,

Complainants, SP Adm. Cqse NO. 06-2020
For: Abuse of Authority

-versus-

SB MEMBER RONALD C. CATABAY
ET. AL., All ofBani, Pangasinan
Respondents,
X X

Authored by SP Member Noel C. Bince
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RESOLUTION

This peltains to the Motion to Dismiss rtkd by the Respondents, dated June 22, 2021,
praying for the dismissal of the instant administrative complaint on the gtound thot the said
administtotive complaint is an unsigned s$ap ofpaper under the NEW RULis ofcouRT and for
ulter lack of merit.

Respondent further asserred thar rhe administative compraint is o trump up chorge
invohng a supreme coutt P.,tling particularly in the case ofspousei Anronio and Fe'ruiay rs. Ce
and rhe Ciry Council ofMandoluyong GR no. I 56684, April 6, 201 l.

In their commenlopposilion to rhe Motion ro Dismiss, complainanls claim thot the
requirement ofverification ofa pleading is a formal and not a jurisdicrional requisite.

In .addition, complainanl emphasized that lhe instanl administrative case is not entirely
governed by the Rules of court. In foct, the provision of the Rules of Court may only be g,in
suppletory application dnd stict adhelence thereto is not vananted.

on the issue thar the subject resolution moy nor bring Jbrth an administratiye case,
complainont contented lhat nol every resolution is based on nojority in numbers. Majofity in
numbers mol only counl when the passage of the resolution is intnnsiicalty void aru| utia-vires.
Majoity of one memher is enough to dismantle it to the ground.

_ Funhermore, complainant asserted that in the instant case the passage of the subjecr
resolurion_ is-rainted with fraud tf not comtption. The procedures of the singguiang Bayan iere
by passed if not tampled upon by the so ca ed major y. Moreovir, it is nit withii the'power of
o? *r: not even by the nnjority in numbers, to lromple upon any set of rules of piocedtris
designed to prevenl abuses.

In irs Rejoinder to Complainanr's opwsition, Respondenrs moinrain thal the
adminislralive cdse be DISMISSED for the proper Verirtcation is iequiretl under the lqw and that
the Resolution under consideration is an Authorized Expression of Opinion.

RULING

Afer an exhaustive study and mericulous analysis of rhe contentions of rhe Nrties in rhe
instanl adminisfiolive complainl, this Commitlee is inclined tofavor the version'ofthi respondents.

The ufiated meaning of veriJied Pleading as provided for under Rule 7, section I of the
Rules of Court in conjunaion with sec. 6l of RA 7160 or the Locat Govemment code shouid be
followed to its lefler.

It provides, among otherc, "thal lhe pleading is not liled to homss, cause ,mnecessary
delqt or needlessly increase lhe cost oflitigation".

A careful look on the aflached Verification of the Administrative Comptai rtled by lhe
Complainonts verily does nol show that the pleading is not filed ro horass, iort, irn"rrrrory
delay, or needlessly increase rhe cost of litigation in ulrer disregarul of the updated meaning ofa
Verilied Complaint set fotth uruler Rule 7, Section I of the Rulei ofCourt.
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Ahhough, the Rules of (-ourt may be applied in a suppletory characler in ewry
administrative cases thus stict adhercnce thereto is not wananted. the latest requirements
however ofVeification as profided under Rule 7, Section I lhereof is definitety mandatory in all
forms ofpleading mondating the auachment ofVerification.

On the other hand, this Commi ee aglees with the orgumenl of the Complainants that
VeriJication of o pleading, though mandatory in choracter specifically containing the nnterial
dverments as provided for by the New Rules of Court, is a formol and not jurisdictional
ruquirement arul could be subjected to amendment if the same is raised in any stages of lhe
proceedings in an administrative case.

This commiltee adheres lo the legal precepts that the ultimote objective ofevery case eilhet
criminal, civil or administratiye inquiries is to rcnder justice to eyery litiganls, and could not be
rendered nugatory through technicalities and legal moneweings.

On the issue ofwhether the resolution under consideration is on authorized expression of
on opinion this Commitlee lesolves that the same is factuol in nature and evidentiary in character
which needs lo be heard in a full blown proceedings.

WHEREFORE, it is resolyed that the inslant adminisfatiye complaint be DISMISSED,
without prejudice, for the reoson thal lhe Veri/ication attached to the instant administrative
complaint does not confonn to the required form prescribed under Rule 7, Sec. I of the Rules of
Court.

If complainant so desires, they could exercise their right to file anew their administrative
complainl allaching thercwith, in prescibed form, the proper Venfication as provided for by the
New Rules ofCourt.

SO ORDERED.

October 1, 2021. Lingayen, Pangasinan

SPM NOELC. BINCE
Choirman

WtIERf,AS, the Sangguniang Panlalawigan finds the said Resolution to be in order;

WEEREFORE, in view of the foregoing, on motion of SP Member Noel C. Bince, duly
seconded, it was -

Rf,SOLLED, by the Sangguniang Panlalawigan in session assembled to approve, as it is
hereby approved and adopted as its Committee Report No. 46-2021 , the Resolution of the Committee
on Good Government and Accountability of Public Oflicers in Administrative Case No. 06-2020,
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RESOLVED' FURTHER, that copies of this resolution be fumished Municipal Councilors
Armando C. Rivera, Noel L Talania, Ronald C. Catabay, Philip O. Estabillo, Elmer N. Ocampo,
Amelia R. Olores, Warlie C. Dollaga and Mark Gringo B. Ampler and counsels, for their information
and guidance.

CERTIFIED BY:

NAVA-PEREZ
lo the Sanggunian

ATTESTED:

MARK DG. LAMBINO

(Presiding Oficer)
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