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TO WHOM I'I' MAY CONCERN:

THIS IS TO CERTIFy that al the rcgulat session duly constituled of the
Sanggutiang Panlalowigan, Province of Pangasinan, held on November 20, 2023
at the Session Hall, Capitol Building, Lingayen, Pangasinan, the following
provincial ordinance was approvecl:

PROVINCIAL ORDINAN(]T] NO. 3I I-2023

AN ORDINANCf, REGT]LATING THE CONDUCT OF MEDICAL
AND SURGICAL MISSIONS BY FOREIGN PROFESSIONALS
AND OTHER FOREIGN PARAMEDICAL STAFF IN THf,
PROVINCE OF PANGASINAN
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WHEREAS, Section l6 ofRA 7160 states that, within their respective tenitorial
jurisdictions, local govemment units shall ensure and support, among other things, the
preservation and enrichment of culture, promote health aod safety, enhance the right of
the people to a balanced ecology, encourage and support the development ofappropriate
and self-reliant scienti{ic and lechnological capabilities, improve public morals, enhance
economic prosperity and socialjustice, promote full employment among their residents,
maintain peace;

WIIEREAS, Section 17 of RA 7160 further states that local govemment units
likewise exercise such other powers and discharge such othe. functioos aod

responsibilities as are necessa4/, appropriate, or incidental to emcient and effective
provision ofthe basic services and facilities, which of provinces, health services which
include hospitals and other tertiary health services;

WHEREAS, the Department of llealth in its Administrative Order issued last
2012 a Guideline on Foreign Surgical and Medical Missions (FSMM) in suppo( of
Universal Health Care and Kalusugang Pangkalahatan;

WHf,Rf,AS, despite these regulations, dre Sangguniang Panlalawigan is ofbelief
that further enhancement ofthese guidelines may be implemented to further aptly apply
to the unique settings and conditions in the delivery of healthcare in the Province of
Pangasinan;

NOW THEREFORf,, be it ordain€d by the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of
Pangasinan that:

Section l. Short Title. This Ordinance shall be known as the
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Soction 2. Delinitior of TGrms. As used in this Ordinance, the following terms
mean:

A. Foreign Surgical and Medical Missions (FSMM) - are outreaah health
activities organized by foreign medical, pammedical practitioners and
other individuals with the aim of providing medical and surgical
evaluation and management Clinical Services in underserved areas in the
province.

B. Local Spoisor ard,/or FSMM Counterpart - are individuals or other local
organizations who act as the local sponsor and,/or facilitator for the
FSMM.

C. Foreign medical nursing practitioners - These are physicians and nurses
who are licensed to practice abroad, who may or may not have undergone
specialty kaining, but are not licensed to practice in the Philippines as

they are not currently regislered as an active practitioner in the Philippine
Professional Regulation Commission for their respective professions.

D. Underserved areas - localities where no readily available access to
medical and surgical care are pres€nt. These may be secondary to limited
people mobitity due to terrain, distance fiom health centers, isolated
areas such as islands and far-flmg tribal settlements and distance nom an

existing health facility.

E. Province-run Health Facilities- are the hospitals and healthcare facilities
that are under the supervision of the Province of Pangasinan throug} is
Hospital Management System OIIice (HMSO). These are composed of
14 facilities within the Province ofPangasinan and include tbe following:

a. Pangasinan Provincial Hospital San Carlos City
b. Easter Pangasinan Dist ct Hospital- Tayug
c. Westem Pangasinao District Hospital-Alaminos City
d. Urdaneta Dist cl Hospital (Don Amsd€r, J. Percz Memorial General Hospital)-

Urdaneta City
e. Baya$bang Disr d Hospital-Bayambang
f. Mangalarem District Hospilal-Mangatarem
g. Lingayen District Hospital (Don Mariano C. veEoza Menorial Hospital)

Lingayen
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h. Asingan Commudty Hospital (Sadiago Abella Ginea sr. Mcmorial Hospital) -
Asingan

i. Bolinao Community Hospital-Bolinao
j. Umingan Community Hospital-U mingan
k. Dasol Community Hospital-Dasol
l. Manaoag Community Hospital loon Eugenio Perez Mmtorial Hospilat) -

Manaosg
m. Mapandan Community Hospital-Mapandan
n. Pozomrbio Community Hospital-Pozorrubio

F. Rural Health Units- Municipal-run health cent€rs that are under the

supervision ofmunicipal Local Govemment Units (LGU) and the PHo.

G. Private Clinics and Hospitals- are medical facilities thal are run by
pdvate individuals or corporations, who may be privately-practicing
physicians (and) or other health p.actitioners. These healthcare facilities
must comply with the minimum requirements of the DOH and other
regulatory agencies.

Section 3. Nrtional Guidelines for Foreign Surgical and Medical Missions

The following regulations are applicable to Filipino and foreign non-govemment
organizations and overseas medical groups intending to provide health care services in

underserved areas in the Philippines, where professional services, ancillary procedures,

surgical interventions, and medicines are given at no cost to the patient (DOH
Order No. 179, s.2001):

A. Sponsors of foreign medical and surgical missions must obtain cleamnce from
the Office of the Secretary of Health, through the Bueau of International
Health Cooperation (BIHC), prior to the implementation of the medical and

sugicalmission.

B. For monitoring pupose, BIHC will notify the local Centers for Health
Development of the conduct of the medical mission in their areas of
responsibility.

C. A foreign medical artd surgical mission can only be conducted in a given
community with the expressed and written consent ofthe local govemment unit
and the local medical society.
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D. All medical and surgical procedures to b€ employed must conform to accepted

local and intemational stardards.

SHIII-1
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Jl.

E. All medicines to be dispensed should have clear.rnce from the Bureau of Food

and Drugs as !o safety and efficacy, and shall have an expiry date of no less

than one (l) year upon arrival in the Philippines. Medicines must be covered by

the Certificate of Product Registration.

F. A referral system to follow up patients seen durilg the medical and surgical

mission must be established by *re sponsot ard collaborating organization(s).

G. All cases seen during the medical/surgical mission must b€ documented and a

summary report submitted to the Center for Health Developmcnt within two (2)

weeks after the medicaysurgical mission with the following basic information:

l. Number and age ofcases seen;

2. Diagnosis ofpatients;
3. Listofmedicines distributed and ofsurgical interventions done; and

4. Bndorsements to the necessary health facilities.

H. Foreign physicians and health-rclated professionals are not allowed to practice

their professions in the Philippines without a Special Permit issued by the

Professional Regulation Commission (PRC).
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Note:

l. Only foreign physicians whose country grants reciprocity for Philippine
physicians to practice, may b€ gmnted Special Permirs by the PRC.

J. Presidential Decree No. 541 allows professionals who were former citizens of
the Phitippines and who have previously passed licensure examinations in the

Philippines to practice their Fofession while in the country on a visit, sojoum

or pirmanent residence. The said former Filipino professionals must be

p-actitioners of good standiDg prior to their departure from the Philippines and

in their adopted country.

K. REQUIRED DOCUMENTS

The following docurnerts will be required in requesting for cleamnces or

endorsements in connection with foreign medical missions:

l. Application letter to the Director, BlHc-Department of Health, which contains

the following information:

2. Type of Mission (i.e., medical, sugical or both)AirHt R (. ( lll,l:slr, JIL
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3. Locatior/venue of missioni

4. Duration and irclusive dates ofthe mission:

5. Name ofsponsor oI local counterpart(s), ifany important: The application letter
with the supporting documents should b€ received by BIHC- DOH at least three
(3) months before the proposed schedule ofthe mission.

6. List of the names of the medical and surgical team and credentials of each
medicayparamedical member. The foltowing duly authenticated credentials of
the members ofthe medical team members must also be submitted:

a. Two copies of passport size photograph taken not more than three (3)
months before the filing ofapplication;

b. Photocopy of valid/currem cenificate of license to practice profession in
their own country; and Documents attesting to the specialized studies, fields
of specialization or exp€rielces (if any).

c. List ofmedicines (generic or brand names) and medical supplies that will be
brought in or donated by the medical tearn, with the conesponding quantity,
specification, and approximate value: and endorcement of the local
govemment unit or an accredited professional medical organization. (Note:
The original copies of the documents need to be presented for verification,
unless the photocopies are authenticated by competent or legally autho zed
persons or officers.)

7. The DOH will review the request and will consult with the Prcfessional
Regulation Commission (PRC), the Board of Medicine, the Philippine Medical
Association (PMA), and the Philippine Hospital Association (PHA), whenever
necessary. ln certain cases, the DOH may recommend altemative activities,
locations, or arrangements to coincide with government priorities. The head of
the medical mission or the local sponsor/project coordinator will be informed,
within two (2) weeks after receipt of the request of eithe. the approval or
disapproval of the request, and the reason for the decision. DOH may also
recommend activities, tentative schedules, altemative sites/venues or
arangements, if any.

8. The sponsor or local counter?art is required to submit an exit/termination report
after the completion of the mission to the DOH through the Regional Director
concemed.

sHtl]l.4

P TIIIODORE I'.CRT Z

\

Mrn.,r."oIIAIDE'

vt( I

II DI] GUZMAI
$a!&&nids Panlah-,s Merb..

\I( t()LI rEQ, S|S{JN

JltRovlt !lco- tisPlno

,l t,

aRTEur c. cEltllrr. Jx- i
rDv'NEl caaio.It{t R.!lt..dk 

I

VERIIA T. IIAVA-PETIjZ
sddryblh.sd33@a

2F Ca{'tld Bldg., Li'Aayen, Paryasinan 2401
e-nail dtdross: pbsqpang@yalrn con

B. ROS{RrO

C. ZA}LAN



Republic of the Philippines
PROVINCE OF PANGASINAN

Linga)en
urvru'.wngannatgot ofr

OTFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG PANTAIAWIGAN SECRETARY

RAMON V. GU ICO Itr

Provincial Ordinance No. 311-2023
Page 6

9. SPECIAL PERMIT- A foreign physician and health-related professional can
only practice hisArer profession in the Philippines with a Special Permit from
the Professional Regulation Commission. The following documents are

required by PRC for the grant ofsp€cial Permit to foreign physicians:

a. Letter liom the sponsoring local association, organization or entit,
requesting the PRC and the concemed Professional Regulatory Board for the
issuance of Special Permits to membe$ of the Medical Mission for a short
period (not to exceed thirry days), indicating the specific
municipality/city/province where the medical mission will be conducted.

b. Endorsement liom the following accredited professional orgarization, ifthe
sponsoring organization is not an accredited professional organization:

i. Philippine Medical Association; for physicians
ii. Philippine Dental Association; for dentists
iii. Philippine Associatior of Optometrists; for optometrists
iv. Philippine Nurses Association; for nu$es

c. Endorsement ofthe Department of Health

d. Curriculum vitae of the members of the medical mission team duly
authenticated by the Philippine Embassy/Consulate with jurisdiction.

e. Current/valid licenses to practice thek Fofession in their own counay.

f. Residency Certificate (for anesthesiologists) and Board Certification (for
sugeons and ophlhalmologists).

g. Applications for release of Special Permits for the conduct of foreign
medical missions must be submitted to the Professional Regulation
Commission not later than ninety (90) days before the proposed medical
mission.

10. The PRC notifies the sponsor of the medical mission of the approved
resolutiol granting the issuance of Special Permit. PRC will charge a

registration fee of One Thousand Two Hundred Fifty Pesos (P1,250.00) for
each p€rmit issued.
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Section 4. Provincial Requirements

A.All FSMMs to be conducted in the Province of Pangasinan must secure a

written permit from the Omce of the Govemor, through the Provincial Health
Office of Pangasinan and from the concemed Municipal Local Govemment
Unit where the mission will be held;

B. hoof of Compliance with the requirements of the Department of Health
(DOH), Professional Regulatory Commission (PRC), Philippine Medical
Association (PMA) and other regulatory agencies as enumerated in Section 3 of
this ordinance must be submitted to the provincial offices at least 2 months
before the FSMM activity;

C. A similar copy of the li$ of participating foreign personnel and their
corresponding credentials and job assignment must be submitted to the PHO
and./or with the PHMS offices at least 90 days before the activity.

D. If any of the facilities, personnel and resources ofthe Province of Pangasinan,
may it be ftom the Pangasinan Hospital Management System (PHMS), PHO,
General Services and other ofFrces are to be availed during the FSMM, funher
cons€nt fiom the province must be s€cued and the terms must be manifested in
a Memorandum of Agreement between the FSMM Organizers and the Province
of Pangasinan, represented by the Provincial Governoq after being authorized
by the Sangguiang Panlalawigan ofPangasinan;

E. The Province of Pangasinan reserves the right to recommend the underserved

area where a FSMM will be held.

F. Surgical cas€s that are deemed prone to complications and need special

facilities, personnel and equipment must be conducted in a center under the

PHMS with proper fircilities and support personnel, or in similar goperly
equipped private healthcare facilitiesl

G- Unless declared as ajoint activity widr the PHMS, it is the sole responsibility of
the FSMM to ensue that necessary evaluation, diagnosis and prop€r treatment

are extended to patients to be served during lhese FSMM activity. They are,

likewise, responsible for the management and heatment of possible

complication that their activity may produce.

H. For surgical cases, it is the responsibility of the FMMS to identify poinr
physicians with adequate training and knowledge in the procedure performed

and properly endoGe to them their patients once they leave the country for

follow-up and to extend {i(ther management as necessary that are related to the

procedure performed;
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The Province ofPangasinan will not, in any way, be responsible for any FSMM
activities, schedules and complications for missions conducted outside its
PHMS hospitals and those activities performed in privately-owned health
centers;

J. A copy of the summary report to be submitted to the Cente. for Health
Development that will contain all cas€s seen during the medical,/surgical
mission must also be submitted to t}le Provincial Health OIfice within two (2)
weeks after the medical/surgical mission with the following basic inlbrmation:

1. Number and age ofcases seen;
2. Diagnosis of patients;
3. List ofmediches disaibuted and ofsurgical interventions done; and
4. Endo.sements to the necessary health facilities.

k. ln cases where there are concerns of security, weather and other conditions that
may compromise the safety ofthe participants and their patients, the Provincial
Govemor may rescind given permit, postpone or traflsfer the FSMM;

Section 5. Funds. All FsMM-related expenses shall be under the account of the
FSMM organizer together with their local organizing counterparts. All Philhealdr
benefits that may be derived from said FSMM will be in favor of the concemed local
health institution where the FSMM is primarily held;

Section 6. Pelalty Clause. Any person/individual or organization found to
willfully misrepresent himself,4rerself or hiVher organization in order to conduct such
FSMM activities in the province and./or acts cont ary m the dictates of this ordinance
shall be penalized with a hne of Php 5,000.00 and/or imprisonment ofnot less than one
month but not more than six months or both such fine and imprisonment at the discretion
ol the proper court, withoul prejudice to other administrative sanctions as may be

imposed under existing laws, rules and regulations in case ofpublic oJficials;

Sectioo ?. Separability Chuse. If, for any reason or reasons, any part or provrsron
of this Ordinance shall be held to be unconstitutional or invalid, other parts or provisions
hereof which are not affected thereby shall stand and continue to be in full force and
effect.
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Section 8. Repealing Chuse. All local ordinances and enactrnents, executive
orders, resolutions, m€momnda, circula$ or any part thereof contrary to or inconsistent
with the provisions of this Ordinance is hereby repealed, modified or amended

accordingly.
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Sectiotr 9. Ellecaivity Cleuse. This Ordinance shall lake effect upon posting at
prominent places in the Province for a minimum period of three (J) conseculive weeks
and upon publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the Province, in
accordance with Sections 59 and 5l I of R.A. No. 7160. otherwise known as the Local
Government Code of 1991."

CERTIFIED BY

VERN AVA.PEREZ
the Sangg:unian

ATTESTED:

SP MEMBER NICHOLI JAN
Tethporary Presiding

Q. SISON

APPROVED:

RA\I O III
Goremor
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